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Due Process Clause
[bookmark: _GoBack]Due process is familiar as well as an old doctrine. The basis of due process has often been described as a critical procedural standard which ascertains that each citizen enjoys the right to be heard and be given adequate hearing before a court of law before the deprivation of that individual’s life, property or liberty pursuant in reaction to an authority decree. According to Abbott (2018), the 5th amendment on the equal protection clause dictates that no citizen shall be held answerable to capital or other crime that is considered infamous without any indictment or even presentment by a grand jury. This could be an exception to cases emerging from land or naval forces or otherwise in militia during time of public danger or real service during war. Additionally, the amendment also focuses on safeguarding the interest of citizens by dictating that no person shall be forced to act as a witness against himself in a criminal offense nor get deprived of property, life or liberty minus due process of the law of the land. 
Equal protection comes into service where the amendment orders that no single individual shall be deprived of life, property, or liberty without following due process being followed. Rand (2016) posits that due process in this concept provides a sureness that every legal proceeding will be conducted in fairness and reasonably. The concept of due process protects one against being taken to jail without a substantive warning. That would disrupt a citizen’s right to liberty. Therefore, to provide surety of the due process to persons before a court of law in the fifth amendment, to avoid the occurrence of procedural flaws, usually, Miranda rights are read first to the suspects. Miranda rights are those fundamental rights read to persons under arrest informing them that they have a right to remain silent because anything uttered may be used in his disfavor and gives a right for hearing by an attorney to the arrestee. Miranda rights play an important role in providing protection against self-incrimination; however, it is a routine that a citizen’s right to freedom or liberty. 
As per the 14th amendment regarding equal protection, the law dictates that all individuals naturalized or born in the US and matter to the jurisdiction thereof, are deemed as the United States citizen as well as the mother states where they live. With that said, no state has the mandate to create and enforce any law that may abscond the immunities or privileges of the US citizens. Moreover, no state shall deprive any citizen of liberty, life, or property, without adequate conformity to the due process of law. With adherence to due process of law, no single individual shall be denied within the access of the law equal protection. Just like 5th amendment, 14th amendment is also worded the same protection to the citizens of the United States. The only difference is evidenced in the procedure of the due process of law. Due process under 5th amendment takes action by a court of law whereas in 14th amendment the due process of law is mandated to limit the federal power of disrupting the affairs of the citizens such as right to own property, freedom of speech, unless the actions violate the law of the land (JUSTIA, 2015). 
The due process in the 14th amendment is more powerful than in the fifth amendment because the 14th amendment gave the right of citizenship for African-Americans after cessation of the civil war. All persons naturalized or born in the US can take the full citizenship of the United States as well as the state in which they reside. The amendment prolonged the due process towards the states, and it is not limited to the federal government in the provision of equal protection to citizens. Furthermore, the 14th amendment carries more weight than the fifth amendment because it was applied in legalizing gay marriage in the United States. US News (July 2015) asserts that the court used the equal protection clause in arguing that “it is against the infringement of the crucial right to marry since there is no bigger union than marriage.” Due to the weight of the 14th amendment, same-sex marriage was legalized across all the 50 states of the United States on June 26, 2015. 
The due process of the law in 14th amendment comes into play during civil cases since it dictates that “All people born or naturalized in the US, and matter to the law of the land, acquire full citizenship of the United States equal to their states of residence.” No state shall establish or enforce laws that are meant to interfere with the immunities or privileges of any citizens of the United States. The due process clause in fifth amendment comes into play when dealing with criminal offenses. The 5th amendment holds that “No citizen shall be held responsible for a criminal offense or any other infamous offense without the indictment of a grand jury, except for the cases involving land or naval forces or in cases of militia during real time of war or at the time of public danger” (Abbott, 2018). 
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